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Since 20th century 70 years, a great deal of ancient writing inscriptions have been 
unearthed, which offered abundant materials for the research of ancient Chinese 
characters and ancient Chinese phonetics. Now it promises to end the epoch of 
research on the ancient Chinese phonetics without precise conception of age and area, 
and to research diachronically and geographically. The research of ancient Chinese 
phonetics should absorb the new achievements of that of ancient Chinese characters 
sufficiently and vice versa. This article is in an attempt to consider the two sides, so as 
to solve some problems about the research of ancient Chinese phonetics, and explain 
the relation of the structure composing and pronunciation of ancient Chinese 
characters.
In chapter II, ie The evidence of ancient Chinese characters about the sources of 
jingmuzi in middle ancient period, this article made a thorough investigation of all the 
jinmuzi in middle ancient, which means characters with the initial consonant of [ts], 
by using materials of phonograms and phonetic loan characters. It is concluded as 
follows: 
1. Most of jingmuzi, which have many kinds of source, are not with the initial 
consonant of [ts] in the ancient period. During the long course of phonetics 
development, some of them have been changed for several times. Jingmuzi mainly 
originated from other supradentals, and some originated from yimuzi, lingual, guttural 
and velar sounds. 
2. The epoch that jingmuzi come into being: There is no jingmuzi during the 
Zhou Dynasty all the jingmuzi appeared after the founding of Han dynasty. There had 
been a few jingmuzi in the early period of Western Han dynasty but most of them 
appeared in Eastern Han dynasty. 
3. Some voiced consonants had been voiceless between the Warring States period 
and the early stage of Han dynasty. 
In chapter III, ie Research on the relation between yimu and guttural and velar 
sounds in Qin dialect, it is made a investigation of the relation between yimu and 
guttural and velar sounds in Qin dialect by using unearthed writing materials and 













Firstly, the relation between yimu and yingmu of Qin dialect is especially 
conspicuous, which is never found in the speech sounds of other areas during the 
Warring States period. Some yimu and yingmu are interchangeable in 
carapace-bone-script, so it is quite possible that this distinguishing feature of Qin
dialect originated from the peech sounds of Shang dynasty. 
Secondly, there are a lot of examples shows that yimu and velar sounds are 
interchangeable in the writing materials of carapace-bone-script, inscriptions on 
bronze and inscriptions in Warring States period. It is indicated that the close relation 
between yimu and velar sounds is one of the distinguishing features of the standard 
language in ancient China before Qin Dynasty. As a basic dialect of the common 
language in ancient China, so does Qin dialect. 
Thirdly, phonologically, the author agreed the conclusion of Mr. Li Yu and Mr. 
Jin Lixin, ie yingmu is probably a guttural consonant between fricative and stop 
during the Qin and Han dynasty. The close relation between yimu and velar sounds 
shows that there are still double-phoneme-consonants in Qin dialect during Warring 
States Period. 
In the chapter of Yinsui Zizhuan, which means the pronunciation of the character 
changed for its shape, it is set some examples to prove that the changing of 
pronunciation usually caused by various factors. It including:  
1. shape transformation 
2. affected by other characters with similar shape or same phonetic symbol 
3. mistaken recognition of phonetic symbol 
4. mistaken recognition of a character as another 
In the chapter of Zisui Yinbian, which means the shape of the character changed 
for its pronunciation, it is concluded in 4 aspects. First, pronunciation is a key for the 
shape developing of characters. Different characters which share the same origin 
usually can be used as each other for a long time. It means they pronounced the same. 
It is the change of pronunciations that distinguished characters. For instance, some 
homology words distinguished as the compound initial consonant disintegrated. 
Second, the phonetic symbols of phonograms changed after the changing of their 
pronunciation. Some phonograms appeared during the Eastern Zhou Dynasty is 
influenced by dialects. Third, character confusing, which is kind of important rule in 













Forth, an ornamental stroke, which is a kind of superfluous part of the character, is 
added to it in order to beautify it. At first, the ornamental strokes were unrelated with 
the pronunciation of character, later, developed into a part of phonetic symbol for 
various reasons.  
The chapter of Bianxing Yinhua consists of 2 sections. In former it is generally 
summarized the historical research of Bianxing Yinhua, follow by a serious of 
theoretical research. The mentality of phonetic transcription is the driving force of 
Bianxing Yinhua, which is a rule means a non-phonetic part of a character is changed 
artificially into a phonetic symbol that similar in shape in order to show its 
pronunciation clearly. It usually transformed a pictographic character or ideographic 
character into a phonogram. It is similar and distinguished with false change because 
it is artificially transformed. It has 5 semantemes including: 
1. influenced by the trend of pronunciation reflecting 
2. in order to show its pronunciation clearly 
3. mainly connected with pictographic character and ideographic character 
4. similar and distinguished with false change, which means a mistaken writing 
unconsciously
5. the part before change is similar in shape with the part after change, and 
similar in pronunciation with the whole character 
The patterns Bianxing Yinhua of are included: 
1. transform a part of the character 
2. strokes addition 
3. radical addition 
4. strokes omission 
5. strokes separation 
6. strokes moving 
7. strokes merger 
8. transform the phonetic symbol 
In the latter section, it is set more than 80 examples of Bianxing Yinhua, It is also 
researched diachronically and geographically. 
The chapter of Double-phonetic-symbols-character research consists of 2 sections. 
The former is a theoretical research about the DPSC. Firstly, it is definite with a 













whether them shows its meaning or not, except for a phonogram with 2 phonetic 
symbols and 1 representation symbol simultaneously. It is definite more extensively 
than before. In addition, the 2 phonetic symbols should be independent characters at 
the same time. Secondly, it is researched the reasons and inevitability of the DPSC. It 
is concluded that the DPSC is caused by interaction between language and characters. 
Numerous DPSC reflect that Chinese characters are tending to reflect their 
pronunciation. A lot of DPSC appeared during Warring States period is caused by 
dialects. Thirdly, DPSC has 9 sources that include:  
1. original DPSC
2. phonetic symbol add to a phonetic loan character 
3. new phonetic symbol add to a phonetic representation symbol 
4. 2 phonetic symbols with 1 among them meaningful 
5. 2 phonetic representation symbols 
6. misunderstanding DPSC
7. DPSC caused by Bianxing Yinhua, which means shape change to show the 
pronunciation
8. dialect DPSC
9. DPSC caused by false change, ornamental stroke or apperception 
In the latter section, it is set nearly 80 examples of DPSC. It is researched 
diachronically and geographically, referring to new conclusion of the research of 
ancient Chinese phonetics. 
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